WHS LEGISLATION FACTSHEETS
Labelling of Hazardous Chemicals
PCBU obligations:

· Ensure that any hazardous chemical that is used, handled or stored at the workplace is correctly labelled in accordance with Schedule 9 of the WHS Regulations, except where:

· the hazardous chemical is a consumer product, retaining its original label and only used in workplaces in household quantities and in a way that is incidental to the nature of the work, or 

· a hazardous chemical is in transit.

· Ensure that a hazardous chemical is correctly labelled if the chemical is manufactured at the workplace; or transferred or decanted from the chemical’s original container at the workplace. 

· Ensure, so far as reasonably practicable, that containers are correctly labelled while holding a hazardous chemical. 

· Ensure that containers that are labelled for holding a hazardous chemical are used only for the use, handling or storage of the hazardous chemical. 

Note: The three duties directly above do not apply if the hazardous chemical is used immediately after being put into the container and the container is thoroughly cleaned after the chemical has been used, handled or stored so it is in a condition it would be in if the container had never contained the chemical.

· Ensure, so far as is reasonably practicable, that a hazardous chemical in pipe work is identified by a label, sign or another way on or near the pipe work.

Required label contents:

· is written in English

· the product identifier

· the name, Australian address and business telephone number of either the manufacturer or importer 

· the identity and proportion disclosed, in accordance with Schedule 8 of the WHS Regulations, for each chemical ingredient

· any hazard pictogram(s) consistent with the correct classification(s) of the chemical 

· any hazard statement(s), signal word and precautionary statement(s) that is consistent with the correct classification(s) of the chemical

· any information about the hazards, first aid and emergency procedures relevant to the chemical, which are not otherwise included in the hazard statement or precautionary statement, and

· the expiry date of the chemical, if applicable. 

Label requirements – small containers:

· the product identifier

· the name, Australian address and business telephone number of either the manufacturer or importer. 

· a hazard pictogram or hazard statement that is consistent with the correct classification of the chemical, and

· any other information required for hazardous chemicals labels in general that is reasonably practicable to include.

Decanted chemicals

If a hazardous chemical has been decanted or transferred from the container in which it was packed and it will not be used immediately or it is supplied to someone else, the label must, at a minimum, be written in English and include the following:

· the product identifier, and

· a hazard pictogram or hazard statement consistent with the correct classification of the chemical.

Consumer Products:
A hazardous chemical does not need to meet the labelling requirements under the WHS Regulations if the chemical is a consumer product with the original label on its container and if it is reasonably foreseeable that the hazardous chemical will be used in the workplace only:

· in a quantity that is consistent with consumer household use

· in a way that is consistent with consumer household use, and

· in a way that is incidental to the nature of the work carried out by a worker using the chemical.

Containers found without correct labelling

If you find that a container of a hazardous chemical is not correctly labelled in accordance with the WHS Regulations, you should attach the product identifier to the container. You should not use a hazardous chemical that is not correctly labelled. Store it in isolation until it is appropriately labelled. 

If the product identifier of an unlabelled chemical is not known, this should be clearly marked on the container, for example by attaching a label to the container with the statement: 

Caution - Do Not Use - Unknown Substance. 

You should take steps to either identify and correctly label the unknown chemical or dispose of the contents in accordance with relevant environmental regulations and, where necessary, in consultation with the relevant waste management authority.

Source: Safe Work Australia Code of Practice
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